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Outline of  the talk
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1. About the ifo

2. The ifo business survey

3. Large Data and some research highlights



Our Mission: Shaping the Economic Debate
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Equal Opportunities and Integration

Globalization, System Competition and 
the Future of Europe

Public Duties and Taxation

Digitization of the Economy

Sustainable Economic Growth

Central facts Our topics

Nonprofit organization

Member of the Leibniz Association

~220 employees

Leading economic research institute in research 
output, media presence, and political reach



Five fields of  action as a basis for the economic policy 
Relevance of  our research
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Research in 
economics

Policy 
advisory

work

Provision of
information/ 

service

Participation 
in public 
debates

Promotion 
of junior

economists

Participation in public debates

We are opinion leaders in economic policy debates and have high visibility 
in German and European media.

Research in economics

We set the highest standards for our scientific work. The results of our 
research are published in top journals.

Provision of information/service

Through events, media contributions and publications, we share economic 
insights with policymakers, businesses and public institutions.  

Policy advisory work

We advise governments and public institutions on economic policy issues.

Promotion of junior economists

We provide our employees with a broad repertoire of skills and invest in 
the development of our junior staff.



Third-part 
funding and 
services 42% 

Institutional 
promotion 

58% 

20 Mio € p.a.

Revenue Structure and Portfolio
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History of  the ifo Institute
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Introduction of the ifo 
Business Climate Index

Cooperation agreement 
between ifo, LMU and 

state government

Granting of the status 
of an "Institute at the 
University of Munich“

Foundation of the 
Institute: Founding 

member Prof. Ludwig 
Erhard

Introduction of 
Business Surveys

Foundation of
Dresden 
branch

First joint appointment of the 
ifo President and founding of CESifo 
GmbH as a subsidiary of ifo and LMU

Foundation of the 
Fürth branch at the 

Ludwig Erhard Center

1973 1997 200219991949 20211993



Our Structure
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Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Clemens Fuest

President

Dr. Stephanie Dittmer

Member of the Board
Scientific Advisory Council

Chairperson Prof. A. Abigail Payne

• advises the Executive Board

• independent, external quality
control

ifo Administrative Council

Chairperson Nina Hugendubel

• supervisory and advisory 
role vis-à-vis the Executive 
Board

Executive 
Board

Equal OpportunityOmbudsperson

User Advisory 
Council

General Meeting

Inclusion

RESEARCH DEPARTMENTSNINE



The Research Centers
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We are Embedded in a Broad Network
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Academic institutions
Institute at the LMU and member of the Leibniz Association

CESifo research cluster on 
corporate data

Aspiration: To establish itself as a leading hub 
for science-business collaborations

LMU-ifo Economics & Business Data Center
Accredited research data center with experienced data 

experts and high security standards

Public institutions
Numerous consulting projects for public institutions

Company
Data-driven collaboration in science 

and policy advice

Scientists
Network of leading European and international scientists



ifo Benefits at a Glance
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Placement of Ph.D. Students and Postdocs
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Placement of Ph.D. Students and Postdocs
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The ifo Business Survey 



The ifo survey

• regular survey

• voluntary participation

• mostly qualitative questions

• Provides up-to-date information about the current economic situation

and the upcoming development

• information exchange between firms and the institute
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Industry
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The questionnaire – Current Situation
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Business Situation



Expectations for the next SIX months
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Uncertainty

Business Expectations



Participation Rates
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Firms Effective Online Paper

Industry 3000 2500 80% 20%

Construction 1000 1800 50% 50%

Trade 2800 2200 60% 40%

Services 3000 2500 85% 15%



Who is answering?
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Release Day
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1. Calculation of the Ifo Business Climate over night

2. Top Priority: Strict confidentiality

3. Draft of the press release (Head of Ifo Surveys)

4. Discussion of the Press Release (President, Head of the

business cycle research, head of ifo Surveys)

5. 10:00: Release of the Index via telephone conference/Online 

Meeting

6. Immediate reaction of the DAX and €/$-Exchange rate



Release Day: Immediate Reaction
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Ifo Business Climate Germany
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Sector Results
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Special Questions I
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Special Questions II

ifo Zentrum für Makroökonomik und Befragungen 25



Some Research
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1. Overview of  the EBDC



History

• 2002: Founded as ifo DataPool with help of Sascha Becker (U. of Warwick)

• 2008: Founded as EBDC by ifo Institute and University of Munich

• 2011: Accredited as a RDC by the German Data Forum (RatSWD)

• 2014: Cooperation with the Bavarian Statistical Office

• 2016: Part of ifo Center for Industrial Organization and New Technologies (INT)

• 2017: Part of LMU CRC “Competition & Rationality”

• 2022: Newly established, independent center within the ifo Institute

Structure

• 5 Staff: 1 head, 4 data specialists, 1 doctoral student, 3 student assistants

• 4 council members: Prof. Elsas (LMU School of Management), Prof. Winter (LMU Economics), Prof. Peichl (ifo 

MB), Prof. Falck (ifo INT)

•
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Timeline



• Secured access to (ifo) micro data for researchers

• Further development of ifo research data

• Archive and disseminate research data

• RDM support for researchers and students

• „Big Data“ research projects and infrastructure
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Services and research



• ifo Micro Data

• Company Databases

• EBDC Panels

• Data from the Statistical Offices

30

2. Data at EBDC



• Opening Hours: 9:30 am - 5:00 pm (Fr 9:30 am - 3:00 pm)

• Data protection regulations:

– Pure scientific research purpose

– Provide anonymized data

– Prevent firm re-individualization and data transfer

– Output control

– Access on site at EBDC via protected PC

• Do you have questions? Look at our website! 

• Do you still have questions? Talk to us or write us an email! We are happy to give advice!

31

Come and visit us at EBDC!



32

EBDC Homepage

https://www.ifo.de/en/lmu-ifo-economics-business-data-center

https://www.ifo.de/en/lmu-ifo-economics-business-data-center


Measuring collaboration and the (still existing) role of  distance using
GitHub
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New economic geography and consumption expenditures in cities

Change in credit card expenditures 2019 vs. 2022
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Source: Mastercard GeoInsights; Calculations by ifo Institute.



Working from home and the market for office space in Germany
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Empty office space (in m m2)

Empty office space (share)
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Source: Colliers; Calculations by ifo Institute.



Less mobility in areas with more working from home potential
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Source: Mobile phone-based mobility data from Deutsche Telekom and working from home potential by infas360. Calcuations by ifo Institute. 

#depatures per month on postcode level.
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Theoretical Framework
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Empirical Strategy
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Data
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ifo Institute - Leibniz Institute for Economic Research at the University of Munich e.V. 

Contact person: 
Annette Marquardt
Public Relations Officer

YOUR CONTACT:

Poschingerstr. 5 

81679 Munich

www.ifo.de / www.cesifo.org / 

T: +49 89 9224-1604

Email: marquardt@ifo.de

27.11.2024
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